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ing its production, uses and economic importance," and can be said to contain 
everything which a person of general culture ought to know about this im- 
portant mineral. It explains the formation of carboniferous rocks, the special 
chemical and physical properties of coal, coal mining, the uses of coal and 
its many by-products, and, what is of most importance to the geographer, it 
contains also a very exhaustive synopsis of the geographical distribution of 
coal fields in the various continents. An appendix gives a number of inter- 
esting statistics. Numerous illustrations, most of them made expressly for 
the book, a map of the coal fields of northwestern Europe, and an alphabetical 
index add to its usefulness. M. K. G. 

METHODOLOGY AND TEACHING 

Modern Geography for High Schools. By Eollin D. Salisbury, Har- 
lan H. Barrows and Walter S. Tower. American Science Series, viii and 
418 pp. Maps, ills., index. Henry Holt & Co., New York, 1913. 8 x 5%. 

This, the second of the new type of High School Geographies to appear, is 
an abridgment of the "Elements of Geography" by the same authors. The 
two books are identical in plan and scope; there are the same number of 
chapters, the same chapter-titles and almost the same subdivisions of chapters. 
The High School book is made by omitting paragraphs, sections and illustra- 
tions from the earlier book. They are alike in devoting a large proportion of 
space to the atmosphere and climate. Climate is unquestionably a very im- 
portant topic in geography, but it is questionable whether it deserves over 
one-fourth of the entire space. The absence of emphasis upon land forms 
marks a big change from the physical geographies of the last fifteen years. 

The paragraphs are thoroughly boiled down; some will say too much so. 
There is an immense amount of material in the 400 pages. It is presented in 
clear and simple language, but it must be taken in smaller doses than the 
ordinary. Six of the twenty-one chapters are of the type commonly called 
humanized geography. They deal with those phases of the subject which 
have a more or less "practical" value — waterways, irrigation, reclamation, 
harbors, industries, resources, cities, and the like. Two of these chapters 
develop excellently the relationships between man and his geographical en- 
vironment; they are the chapters on mountains, plateaus and plains. There 
are seven physical maps in colors at the end of the book; also a carefully 
selected list of reference books. 

Like the earlier book, the later one will be welcomed as an added impulse 
to a movement in the right direction. Books of this type will give new 
life to a subject which, in a very large number of schools, has, of late, been 
on the defensive. E. H. Whitbeck. 

Globes and Maps in Elementary Schools. A Teachers' Manual. By 
Leon O. Wiswell. 64 pp. Ills., index. Eand, McNally & Co., New 
York, 1913. 7^x5. 
A small manual containing a series of elementary exercises in mathematical 
geography and designed to instruct pupils in the use of maps and the globe. 
There are globe exercises for grades 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8, and additional exercises 
suited to the lower classes in the secondary school. There is also a group of 
exercises dealing with the purpose, the reading, sketching and drawing of maps, 
and instructions on the care of maps. The manual closes with a suggested 
course of map lessons. It does not presuppose any expensive equipment; its 
use will aid in making clear the meaning of maps, and in teaching the fun- 
damentals of mathematical geography. E. H. Whitbeck. 

Notions Generates. L'Amerique, l'Oceanie. l'Asie et l'Afrique. 

Premiere Annee. Par P. Schrader et L. Gallouedec avec la collaboration 
de F. Maurette. viii and 445 pp. Maps, ills. Hachette et Cie., Paris, 
1912. Pr. 3.50. 7% x 5. 

This book is designed for pupils in those normal schools of France which 
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prepare teachers for grade schools. This volume opens with the presentation 
of North and South America, Oceania, Asia and Africa. The treatment is 
threefold; first, a brief resume of the facts which the teacher should know; 
second, descriptions with photographs of picturesque traits of physical and 
human geography for the purpose of exciting the imagination; third, explana- 
tions of the most characteristic, the most difficult or the most suggestive facts. 
The serious fault of the book lies in the first of these. The mere recital of 
facts apart from causes or effects cannot be countenanced as good pedagogy. 
The book would be more powerful and the pupils of the normal schools would 
probably be imbued with a greater array of facts if they were presented to 
them on some rational plan rather than as collections of data. 

Eobebt M. Bkown. 
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— — Annual Report of the Hydrographic Office for the Fiscal Year 1913. 



